CHILD POVERTY SOLUTION:
HOUSING VOUCHERS

Statewide, more than 100,000 New Yorkers experiencing homelessness sleepina
shelter or on the street on any given night, and thousands more sleep doubled up with
friends and family in overcrowded units.

Millions more New Yorkers and their children experience housing instability,
including many who live on the brink of homelessness. Across New York
State, nearly two in five (approximately 3 million) households are rent-
burdened, paying more than 30% of their iﬁ]come on housing, and one in five
(approximately 1.5 million) are severely rent-burdened, spending more than
50% of theirincome on housing each year. High levels of rent burden can
push any household into housing instability, but this risk is especially severe
for New York’s lowest-income families who may be only one missed
paycheck or unexpected expense away from falling behind on rent.

Research shows that rental assistance vouchers, which subsidize housing costs for low-income
families, reduce homelessness and housing instability,iii improve outcomes for children,iv improve
academic performance,’ and promote beneficial outcomes for family well-being, including halving
intimate partner vio‘_lenceyi Federal Housing Choice Vouchers (HCVs) reduce the poverty rate for
recipients by 43‘{/9“' and provide long-term benefitsto households that previously experienced
homelessness."" However, despite the wealth of evidence about the positive and immediate
effects of rental assistance for children and families, some households are ineligible for HCVs.
Even among HCV-eligible households, only one in four receive HCVs because the program is not

an entitlement.
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New York should create its own rental assistance program to serve income-eligible renting
households (50% AMI) not currently receiving HCVs or other rental vouchers. Like other vouchers,
the program would cover the difference between the rent (up to 108% of the Fair Market Rent) and
30% of household income. Unlike other vouchers, the program should be available to households
regardless of immigration status.

An effective program should be an entitlement to ensure that all low-income renting households
receive the critical housing supports they need.

A statewide rental assistance program available to all
O unsubsidized renting households below 50% AMI would cut child
/o poverty by nearly 16% statewide (15.7%). The program would
move 250,000 New Yorkers, including 82,000 children out of
poverty.
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